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Notes on contributors
David Bellhouse is professor of statistics at the University of Western Ontario. His research interests in
the history of probability and statistics include the emergence of probability by the 17th century as well
as probability and statistics in Britain in the 17th and 18th centuries. He is currently working on Abraham
de Moivre’s network of family, friends, and scientific associates in the first half of the 18th century.
Gregg De Young teaches interdisciplinary courses in the core curriculum at the American University
in Cairo. His research focuses on the Arabic Euclidean tradition, its interface with Greek, Persian, and
Latin traditions, and on the place of mathematics in traditional Islamic education. Most recently he has
published on the Hajja¯j transmission of the Elements from Greek into Arabic and on the Tah
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Pietro Nastasi graduated in mathematics from the University of Palermo in 1965 and currently teaches
the history of mathematics at the Dipartimento di Matematica e Applicazioni of the University of
Palermo. He has been working on institutional aspects of the history of Italian Mathematics during
the 19th and the 20th centuries. His publications include Gentile e i matematici italiani. Lettere 1907–
1943 (Boringhieri, Torino, 1993, with A. Guerraggio) and Scienza e razza nell’Italia fascista (Il Mulino,
Bologna, 1998, with G. Israel). He has also edited (with S. Di Sieno and A. Guerraggio) the large volume
La Matematica italiana nel periodo tra le due guerre mondiali (Marcos y Marcos, Milan, 1999).
Rossana Tazzioli graduated from the University of Genoa in 1986 and obtained her Ph.D. in mathematics
at the University of Bologna in 1993. Currently, she teaches the history of mathematics at the Diparti-
mento di Matematica e Informatica of the University of Catania. She has been working on the history of
mathematics during the 19th and the 20th centuries, in particular on differential geometry and mathemat-
ical physics. Her publications include Beltrami e i matematici ‘relativisti.’ La meccanica in spazi curvi
nella seconda metà dell’Ottocento (Quaderni dell’Unione Matematica Italiana, N. 47, Bologna, 2000),
“Green’s function in some contributions of 19th century mathematicians,” Historia Mathematica (2001),
Riemann. Le géomètre de la nature (Pour la Science. Les génies de la science, 2002).
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